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crushing all rival tyrannies might unite and regenerate Italy; and it is possible to see in the policy of Cromweli the aim of securing enlightenment and
order for England by the concentration of all authority in the Crown. The last check on royal absolutism which had survived the Wars of the Roses
lay in the wealth, the independent synods and jurisdiction, and the religious claims of the Church. To reduce the great ecclesiastical body to a mere
department of the State in which all authority should flow from the sovereign alone, and in which his will should be the only law, his decision the
only test of truth, was a change hardly to be wrought without a struggle; and it was the opportunity for such a struggle that Cromwell saw in the
divorce. His first blow showed how unscruVol. ll--Part 15 XX Sec Vi pulously the struggle was to be waged. A year had passed since Thomas Wolscy
had been convicted of a breach of the Statute of Prse Cromwell 1530 munire. The pedantry of the judges declared the whole nation 1540 to have
been formally involved in the same charge by its acceptance of his authority. The legal absurdity was now redressed by a general pardon, but from
this pardon the clergy found them 1531 selves omitted. They were told that forgiveness could be bought at no less a price than...
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