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and singularity of that mode of life which she had adopted, ought to have inspired her with a disinclination for marriage; and most assuredly she
would have repulsed the idea, had not her passion blinded her to the sufferings she would have to undergo in espousing an Englishman and
renouncing Italy. We willingly make an offering of pride upon the altar of the heart; but when social prosperity and worldly interests oppose
obstacles in any shape, when we can suppose that the object of our love makes any sort of sacrifice in uniting himself to us, it is no longer possible
to show him any alteration of sentiment. Corinne not being equal to a determination to break off with Oswald, wished to persuade herself of the
possibility of seeing him in future, and yet concealing the passion which she felt for him. It was in this intention that she came to a determination to
confine herself, in the answer she should send to his letter, merely to his unjust accusations against the Italian nation, and to reason with him upon
this subject as if it were the only one that interested her. Perhaps the best way in which a woman of intellect can resume her coldness and dignity, is
by seeking an asylum in her own mind. Corinne to Lord Nelville. jun. 15, 1795. Did your letter, my lord, concern only me, | should not have...
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