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Karmiloff-Smith, A mother-daughter collaboration, this text balances the respected views of a scholar with the fresh perspective of a younger
colleague prepared to challenge current popular positions in these debates. The result is a comprehensive overview of the theory and practice of
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evaluations of different theories of language acquisition. They show how adolescent usage has changed the meaning of certain phrases, and how
modern living has led to alterations in the lexicon. They also consider the phenomenon of atypical language development, as well as theoretical
issues of nativism and empiricism and the specificity of human language. Their nuanced and open-minded approach allows readers to survey the
complexity and breadth of the fascinating pathways to language acquisition.
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