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***** Gut Feelings For many years, Ulcerative colitis was a fact of life for our son, Sam. He began showing the disease s debilitating symptoms when
he was 2 years and 8 months old. At first, the doctor said Sam has a stomach flu virus. We see this every day. There is nothing to worry about. He will
recover in a couple of days. Soon after we realized that Sam had a serious illness called ulcerative colitis and that its cause was unknown. Sam had
several flare ups, many complications, and failed to respond to various medications. We were referred to several specialists and we moved to 4
states in less than 3 years looking for the doctor who could cure our son. Before Sam reached his 7th birthday, he was hospitalized 26 times, had
general anesthesia 23 times, had endoscopic examination of his esophagus, stomach, small and large intestine 21 times, had several abdominal CT
scans and radiographs, had two major surgeries averaging 41/2 hours each, had 5 blood transfusions, and countless doctor visits. We stayed with
him in hospitals for so long that the hospitals almost felt like our home. Sam had countless blood drawings for laboratory tests and numerous
intravenous sets, central lines, and stomach tubes for fluid therapy and feeding. Doctors initially tried treating Sam s illness with steroids and anti-
inflammatory medications, but none had a lasting effect. He was on several medications for several years. Sam experienced serious side effects of
these medications such as impaired growth in height and weight, facial and body hair growth, moon face, and mood changes. He did not grow
even an inch in height in 5 years. He...
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