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heart of our social and political life, shaping the character of our community and underlying issues from racism and abortion to human rights and
international war. Legal philosophy, or jurisprudence, explores the notion of law and its role in society, illuminating its meaning and its relation to
the universal questions of justice, rights, and morality. In this Very Short Introduction Raymond Wacks analyzes the nature and purpose of the legal
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including new material on legal realism, changes to the approach to the analysis of law and legal theory, and makes updates to historical and
anthropological jurisprudence. About the Series: Oxfords Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions,
each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
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and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and
abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general
reader, the Very Short Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will...
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