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Owing to the rapid development of the science of colloids, it has become a rather difficult task to
write a complete and modern text-book on this subject. The literature containing the primary
material is very great, and grows greater every day. It seemed, therefore, worth while to try to give
a survey of the chemistry and physics of colloids in the form of a series of small monographs,
treating the main parts of the science separately. In this way it is possible to move more freely and
select the problems to be reviewed according to their importance for the subject. Moreover, a series
of monographs can easily be kept up to date by bringing out new editions of the books dealing with
those parts of the subject that develop with special rapidity. In the first monograph I mean to give a
survey of the processes which cause the formation of colloids - or of heterogeneous systems with a
relatively large boundary surface on the whole (disperse systems according to Wo. Ostwald)...
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